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About this event  
 

Course Title: Welcome to Pearson   International GCSE Mathematics    4MA1 and 

4MB1 

Course Code: 4MA1-23IF1 

 

Aims and Objectives of the event  

 

Course description:  

This face-to-face event is designed for teachers who are new to delivering the 

International GCSE Mathematics A and B specifications. This event will give you an 

understanding of the content of the qualification and how to cover it, an 

understanding of the mark schemes and practise applying them using exemplar 

student work, as well as access to the range of Pearson support available to 

teachers.  

 

In this training, delegates will: -  

• identify how the qualifications are devised  

• review the content of the qualification  

• explore how to plan the course and/or lessons  

• understand the assessment of the qualification and how to prepare 

students   

• identify the support available from Pearson  

• network and share ideas with other teachers. 
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Agenda  
 

 

Time Item 

9.30 – 

10.00 

Welcome  

Tea & Coffee 

10.00 Agenda & Introductions 

10.15 – 

11.30 

Session 1  

Welcome to Pearson – getting ready for delivery 

11.30 Break 

11.45 – 

12.45 

Session 1 continued and begin Session 2 –  

How is the content assessed? 

12.45 – 

13.30 
Lunch 

13.15 – 

14.30 
Session 2 continued 

14.30 – 

15.45 

Session 3 

The support on offer from Pearson 

15.45+ Feedback 
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Activity 1 - Lesson planning 
 

• How do you plan your lessons in mathematics? Do you, for example, have a 

common lesson structure as a starting point? 

• How do you ensure that you have covered the specification? 

• What concerns do you have about planning this course? 

• Are there ways you might need to adapt your method(s) of lesson planning 

to deliver this specification? 
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Activity 2 – A ‘real world’ problem solving 

question 
 

 
   

 

The diagram shows the floor plan of a room in Kate’s house. 

Kate is going to cover the floor with tiles.  She is going to buy some packs of tiles. 

The tiles in each pack of tiles cover 2 m² of floor and can be purchased in whole 

packs only.  Each pack of tiles costs £24.80 

Work out how much it will cost Kate to buy the packs of tiles she needs. 

 

• What steps does a candidate need to take to solve this problem? 

• How would you teach your students to tackle this type of question? 
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Activity 3 – A ‘mathematical’ problem solving 

question 
 

 

 
  

• What makes this a problem solving question? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 

 



 

Welcome to Pearson International GCSE Mathematics Delegate Booklet  9 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



 

Welcome to Pearson International GCSE Mathematics Delegate Booklet  10 

    Activity 4 – Using a mark scheme 
 

 

 
 

 

• Answer the above question and use the mark scheme to mark your own 

work. 
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Activity 5 – The exam paper 
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• Discuss the detail on the front cover of the examination paper. 

• How much time should be spent on each question? 

• Is there any strategy you would use to advise your students on 

how to go through the paper? 

• Start at the beginning? 

• Read the whole paper first? 

• Approach to ‘difficult questions’? 
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Activity 6 – Marking exercise 1  
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 Mark scheme Question 5 Paper 1F 

 

 
 

 

  



 

Welcome to Pearson International GCSE Mathematics Delegate Booklet  17 

Response 1 

 
 

Response 2 
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Question 20 Paper 2H June 2019 
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Mark scheme Question 20 Paper 2H June 2019 
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Response 1 
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Response 2 
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Activity 7 - Marking task 2 
 

Question 9 June 2019 4MB1 Paper 2 
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Mark Scheme – Marking task 2 
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Response 1 
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Response 2 
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Response 3 
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Activity 8 – How can I teach good exam 

technique? 
 

• Ensuring that students practise using a whole paper and understand how it 

is laid out. 

• Understand the importance of looking at the mark allocation. 

• Read the whole question first, before any attempt is made to answer it. 

• Always showing complete methods – an examiner can only assess what a 

student is thinking by seeing their written work in the examination paper. 

• Encouraging students to write neatly and work in an orderly manner. 

• Understanding that we always provide more than enough paper – you don’t 

need to fill the whole booklet! 

 

Discuss. Does anyone have any other tips? 
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Activity 9 – Walking talking mocks 
 

• Students sit in the same exam room where they will do their exam, preferably in the 

same seats. 

• Students are given as exam paper which is as close to being like the real thing as possible 

(i.e. exam writing booklet if relevant) 

• Students are literally walked through every question on the paper – the person leading 

the session talks them through the smallest steps, such as underlining key words, how to 

plan, things to remember. 

• Students then write in their responses in timed conditions. 

 

Discuss. 
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PERSONAL LEARNING 
 

Things to do: 
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Things to avoid: 
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Your ideas: 
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